Members in Votion

West Virginia Trial
Lawyers Aid Families
in Wake of Floods

Evy BETH A, WHITE

T &S0 B o June 23, attorney

Raovtert Frank ol Tewishors, W,

wind ealled Lo preepate the Blhama
Chiristian Centes's emergeney shel ter for
lexea] residenis dizplacesd by area G-
g A minister 3 the church sl a mem-
b of Greanbriar Ciounty™ Emergeiey
He=pontse Tearm, Frank cleaved ool e
coonand el ap 20 cols,

T howes Jater, the fiest buses
arpived, careying residents of nearly
White Sulphur Springs. Frank and kis
CearnnadicEn'L nesedd o prepare for s band il
of resbdens escaping the risnng waters—
theey meaded to prepare For hundrads

Wiest Virginia was Hit with cata
.-l|'|1|:;'.i-:' Mescds thast killesd 23 residents,
destroned entlve communities, amd el
thowisands homebess, Eight cointies: wiens
declarad faderal dizister areas, The dead -
lesst Mash Mownlin Chee Ul ot Sates simee
207100, chee Maticnal Weather Service alled
it a *nie-in-a-thosand -year event,”

1 the weako of the Ooady, West vie-
gini's AAT members ware anong the
(s b proviche assistanoe, Mot donated
ter the American Red Cross and other
nenpeaiics that assisted fesidents and
liseal Bisinessas, {Mhers deliverad clean-
i supplies, food, water, clothing, aid
other necessities o the alfecved areas,
Several members spent days or weeks
hiel g Families salvage what they could

“Tinitially, we Focused on getting
evervane 4 piace o sleep and a meal.
In the days after the food, we began
working Lo Belp those sl seeren's in
the sl Familias lostevervehing The
enormity ¢f the Loss is something that
Yol CAnt'L cotnimunicare,” sabd Frank,

O T 24, Feank amd -his seife, Dz
Ablgail Feank, set up atrisge stating
and elinie in the shelter o provide

Tarsie medical services, Those who
wire ass vl ] i dudded o B oyear -l how
whiose hands were cut to riblons by the
extension cords ke had used Lo te him
sell b his sownger Brother and sister as
the Mewwhwiters moses Fie wang abibe o syve
hig brother; o body found on Aug. Dowas
icdencified sz his sisres

Charlestion, W, Vi, allormevs LI Akers
aimd Aaulreew Byrd—as el ag Akerss wile
Mlarvelaire—wiero ameng those who vol
untesred in Kanawha Coanty, cooking
e Lhzine 20080 meeal= foe Ganalies ancd
otheer voluntesss on the lrst day,

“That firat |.|;'|'_-J, 1 pealired the scals
of what we ware facing, We provided
thewssancds ol meals, ol iU wss'l enougt
The water Bad receded, ba deepomod
trapped the eldeely and disabled in theis

hoises, |"I:"::-|I|.I:" would have died in their
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“WAesl Vieginians have always stuck
pogether and helped cach other when
phmes e difieuls”™ added Tived, "You
put evervihing eize behim] vou Sotme we
Tielpend ccallead o Sangels) Bal wes were just
-.inir.].'l whal feenden] ton T chies T what
alat ||r|JL':,:-|1|;' il

Effoets are sl gogning, including legal
aistunce, “The wossd s hehingd these
Fanmilies” saic] Akirs, "Thers are guestions
;3]_11-||[ whether 2ome ||rl||¢ it Ill',|.|!|il'ir-ﬁ-
CAR avan survive We nead o coastinae

el whatlswer we i do belp them?”

Rath A White (s everutive divecior |Jj-
b Wit Virginia Assoctatisn for
Soustive, I v woold Fike to malke o
clorerlions (o ossesr widde phe conddneesd
faed recovery efforts, pledse srail

Dehra [ee or debeo leefdawerlorg

Charksiocr, W Va,, aflormeys Andrew By and LA Akers (L) hokd w o Nag they saved Trgon e
poeh of an alderly waleran wioss homs was damaged o iha oo

Dsries bl volunteers ot heen there th
Dl Wae Lz oo g Back” said Akers.
While Akerss wife conrdinated the
forad effoer, hie and Byrd helpead Gamilies
digout, returning daily For bavooweslks and
olten working 14-hoor dass, “As essential
as the cleanupwork was, often juse talking
tothiose affecied was & important b,
10 wws thue fiean veal corveersacion thieys] bewd
imdass That mstivated you oo ek, Yo
wanted oo b there For them,” said Alsers:

Are vou or anocther AAl
member doing work for your
community that vou'd like to

chare with Trial readers?
Send your story for consideration to
trlal@ustice org with the subject
heading “Members in Motion®

0 LEARN MoRkobout A members
helping thedr communities, visit
werdtriallavwyerscare.arg.
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